
 
 
5 March, 2021 

 

 

Mr. Thomas Bach, President, International Olympic Committee 

 

International Olympic Committee Executive Committee Members c/o Christophe de Kepper   

 

International Olympic Committee Athletes’ Commission c/o Kirsty Coventry 

 

Dear Mr. Bach, 

Dear members of the IOC Executive Board, 

Dear members of the IOC Athletes’ Commission, 

 

We are writing to you on behalf of United For Navid campaign created by a group of prominent Iranian 

athletes and human rights activists with regards to violations of the Olympic Charter by the Iran 

National Olympic Committee and Iranian Sport. 

 

In accordance with Article 27 (2.5) of the Olympic Charter, National Olympic Committees must act 

against any form of discrimination and violence in sport. Based on the attached information of athlete 

abuse in Iran it is abundantly clear that these abuses are occurring regularly.  

 

Many athletes have been murdered, tortured, beaten, arrested and denied access to competition and 

sport. As you can appreciate, these cases (of which there are more) are extremely sensitive. There is 

grave fear of retribution for those who come forward, a very real fear not just for individual safety but 

for the safety of their families as well. We have compiled additional information from many other 

athletes who are afraid to come forward due to the fear of retribution.  

 

To date the Iran National Olympic Committee, as the ultimate authority for oversight of sport in Iran, 

has failed to protect athletes and their wellbeing; instead, the Iran Olympic Committee remains silent 

and complicit. 

 

We are calling on you and the IOC leadership to immediately investigate the countless cases of athlete 

abuse occurring in the Islamic Republic of Iran. Under Article 27 (2.5 & 9) we are calling on you to 

immediately suspend the Iran National Olympic Committee, including finances, until athletes’ rights 

are protected. 

 

The IOC must show solidarity with the athletes and people of Iran and not remain indifferent to the 

actions of the Iran National Olympic Committee, which are associated with discrimination and violence.  

 

Regards, 

 

 

 

Cc. James MacLeod, IOC Head of NOC Relations. 


