I am the IAAF Senior Manager Road Running and have been employed by the IAAF since April 1996,
originally in the Communications Department where I was Senior Manager for New Media and for the
since 2006 as the person responsible for road running matters in the IAAF Competitions Department. In
this capacity I travel to a large number of races around the world as the representative of the IAAF.
Lilya Shobukhova (the athlete)
Is a Russian athlete who has had a dominating position in road running in recent years. She was the
winner of the World Marathon Majors series in 2010 and 2011 (a competition organized by the member
of the races of the World Marathon Majors (WMM) – originally Boston, London, Berlin, Chicago and
New York Marathons and now incorporating Tokyo Marathon – which awards $500,000 to the highest
scoring male and female athletes participating in their events over a two year cycle). On the occasion of
the 2011 Chicago Marathon Shobukhova ran a world record time over the en-route distance of 30km.
This has never been ratified.
In accordance with the normal procedure, my colleague Imre Matrahazi contacted the IAAF anti-doping
department for confirmation that Shobukhova had been tested in Chicago and that no banned
substance had been found. On 12 December 2011, he received in copy an email addressed to the IAAF
General Secretary with a memorandum attached from the Director of the IAAF Medical and Anti-Doping
Department Gabriel Dollé certifying that the athlete had been tested and that no banned substances
had been found. A few minutes later a further email was received asking that the previosu email be
ignored. The following day the General Secretary sent an email stating simply ‘Don’t Acte’ (sic.). (Copies
of these emails have been forwarded to me by my colleague and are attached)
Hearing of this I contacted David Bedford, the Race Director of the London Marathon and asked whether
the WMM had already paid out the athlete as I believed that they should perhaps wait (without stating
the reason); Bedford confirmed to me that the athlete had already been paid.
In August 2012, the athlete competed in the Marathon at the Olympic Games in London and pulled out
of the race with an apparent injury.
In October 2012 the athlete competed in the Chicago Marathon and finished in fourth place in a closely
contested competition with the first four runners finishing less than one minute apart.
In early April 2013 I met the athlete’s manager Andrey Baranov at the London Marathon and heard that
Shobukhova and another of his athletes were both pregnant and out of competition.
In February 2014 I attended the Tokyo Marathon and on the evening of 22 February – the evening
before the race – I met Baranov, who was in the hotel bar with a number of other managers and certain
members of the WMM having a drink. I sat in an empty seat next to him and he then said that he had to
talk to me as he needed my help.
We went to sit at another table away from the party and Baranov told me that he wanted his athlete to
run, I replied ‘no problem’, unaware at the time what he was referring to and assuming that she would
compete again once she had finished her maternity leave. He then told me that the athlete had paid half

a million dollars to the Russian Federation and ‘a black man who comes very often to Moscow for the
IAAF’; it appeared from the description that this could have been the son of President Diack, as when I
asked whether it was a small man or a big large man, he replied the latter. To the best of my knowledge
the only two people he could have referred to are the President’s son Papa Massata and a consulting
legal counsel, Habib Cissé, but I obviously can only surmise this as unsubstantiated so far.
I was totally shocked, as it appeared from this that there had been a doping offence and that this had
been covered up. I immediately called Gabriel Dollé and asked him if he could tell me the situation of
the athlete as it appeared that a payment had been made to cover up something. He was hesitant and
said that we should meet when I returned to Monaco (this did not surprise me as I understand and
appreciate the need for confidentiality in anti-doping matters).
Following this conversation, I told Baranov that he should let me have all available information as this
appeared to be a very serious matter. He promised to do this, however I did not see him again before I
left Tokyo.
On my return to Monaco on 25 February, I met the IAAF Deputy General Secretary, Nick Davies and
reported my conversation with Baranov to him and subsequently the same day to our Legal Counsel
Huw Roberts. The latter suggested that I should best speak with the President’s Chef de Cabinet Cheikh
Thiare and that he would give the latter a brief on what I had told him, which I agreed to.
The following day I met Dollé for lunch , where in the course of a guarded conversation he
acknowledged that there was a ‘pending case’ for the athlete; he told me that this would not be ‘sorted
out’ in a very short time and certainly within 2-3 months.
On Friday 28 February, I met Cheikh Thiare in Villa Miraflores (the Presidential Offices in Monaco) at 4
pm and reported to him all of the details of my conversation with Baranov, the fact that I had spoken to
Nick Davies and also my conversation with Dollé. He was extremely concerned and said that he would
faithfully report all of this to President Diack and that I could expect to have a meeting with the
President in the following week.
As I had no further news I called Thiare the following week and he confirmed to me that he had spoken
to the President and given him all the details as promised. The president was then travelling to Sopot in
Poland for the World Indoors, so I did not expect to hear from him until after that time.
Nick Davies attended the World Indoors, travelling there with the President on 5 March. On his return
he told me that he had had a breakfast meeting with Valentin Balaknichev, President of the Russian
Athletics Federation and IAAF Treasurer to discuss some promotional matters. During the breakfast
Balaknichev was very agitated and said that Baranov was trying to discredit him. Habib Cissé – a
consultant lawyer to the IAAF then spoke with Davies and told him that the athlete would be suspended
‘in a matter of days’.
On 28 March in the evening I met Baranov who was in Copenhagen for the Championships and staying
at the official hotel. He told me that his athlete had been contacted by the Russian Federation and asked

to sign a paper accepting a suspension; she had been told that the Federation would pay her back
300,000 (he did not specify the currency at that time). He told me at the same time that his sponsors
(Nike) were aware of the situation and supported him. I told that I had to report the matter to the Ethics
Commission and he said that he would provide a statement and that Shobukhova would do the same
and that he was also aware of other doping cases, without giving any details as to what exactly he was
aware of.
I finally met with President Diack in Copenhagen on 30 March at his request in his suite at the official
IAAF Hotel. He immediately told me that the accusations were untrue and that if there was any truth
then they would be investigated. I told him that I believed that there was considerable circumstantial
evidence and that investigation was certainly called for. He then proceeded to tell me about his
relationship with his son Papa Massata, saying how difficult it had been and how they had not spoken
for many years and that there had been a lot of resentment from his son as he (President Diack) was
rarely at home due to his political and sporting commitments. This continued for a while, followed by
some time telling me about all of the good things that he himself had done for sport and politics in
Senegal and with the CAA. The meeting ended with the President saying that we should meet for lunch
in Monaco to discuss further.
On the weekend of 4-6 April, I attended the Paris Marathon and once again met Baranov. We had little
opportunity to speak, but I impressed on him that it was essential that he communicated all the
information regarding the matter.
Early on 7 March I received a private message from him on Facebook giving me the name of the athlete
with a list of dates and by each date the amount 150k €.
A few minutes later he called me and told me that on those dates Shobukhova had withdrawn €150,000
and that these amounts had been paid in cash to a representative of the Russian Federation. On the
latter two occasions, her husband had taken the cash to Moscow for the payment. He then told me that
prior to these payments he had been called to a meeting in a Moscow hotel in December 2011 by the
Russian Federation, where the athlete met with Balaknichev and Cissé and the athlete was told that she
would be cleared to run. He also confirmed that following our conversation in Copenhagen the athlete
had received a transfer of €300,000 from an unspecified Russian bank account in Singpore. He is
attempting to have further details regarding the transfer, but said that this is not uncommon in Russia,
particularly as the athlete lives in a relatively small town some distance from Moscow. When I expressed
surprise both at the possibility to withdraw such large amounts of cash and also to even transfer such an
amount without full identification, he told me that this is no problem in Russia.
He closed by saying that he would try to obtain CCTV footage from the hotel in Moscow, but that this
might take some time and that he would possibly be able to tell me more at the Boston Marathon.

This is all that I have been told and which I report in good faith and without prejudice. I attach a screen
capture of the Facebook message received on 7 March and copies of the emails regarding Shobukhova.

