Dear Michael Beloff:
As I was thoroughly reading the letter again I just realized that the entire event’s line is twisted.
Please find the corrections below. What we have sent stays red, corrections and additions in green:
Early on 7 April I received a private message from him on Facebook giving me the name of the
athlete with a list of dates and by each date the amount 150k € (from the bank it was withdrawn as
200,000 USD)
A few minutes later he called me and told me that on those dates Shobukhova had withdrawn
€150,000 and that these amounts had been paid in cash to a representative of the Russian
Federation - correct, sums were withdrawn and brought to Moscow on 12 Jan of 2012, 17 June of
2012 and on 10 July of 2012. Each time by 200,000 USD (the equivalent of 150,000EUR). The 1st
payment was made in January. Then around May of 2012 Shobukhova was informed by the
representative of the Rus. Athletic Federation that she is clear to run the Olympic Games and
Chicago Marathon and may start training if making 2 more payments by 150k.
On the latter two occasions (in June and July), her husband had taken the cash to Moscow for the
payment. Then Shobukhova ran Olympic Games (August 2012) and Chicago Marathon (October
2012) after which everything seemed ok and quiet until December meeting in 2012.
He then told me that prior to (AFTER) these payments (and after the fact that Shobukhova was
allowed to both Olympic Games and Chicago Marathon) he had been called to a meeting in a
Moscow hotel in December 2011 (Correction – December 4th, of 2012) by the Russian Federation,
where the athlete met with Balaknichev and Cisse (correction - the athlete has never been at that
meeting with Cisse) and the athlete was told that she would be cleared to run (correction – the fact
of clearing happened before the Olympic Games and Chicago, she was told by the Rus. Fed.
representative not by Cisse himself whom Shobukhova has never met directly). The entire
paragraph should be corrected:
On December 1st of 2012, I (AB) was contacted by the phone by the Rus. Fed. Representative to
come for a meeting in Moscow. I was not explained about the reasons or details of the meeting, but
had to change my air tickets as I was away for the race. On Dec 4th, 2012 at the Baltschug
Kempinski Hotel in Moscow I have witnessed the meeting of Balakhnichev, Cisse and one more
person (assumingly Papa – whom I have never met in person before) in the lobby of the hotel. I was
not allowed at the table where the conversation of Balakhnichev, Cisse and another person
(assumingly Papa) happened, and I do not know the details of their talk. I was sitting at a different
table with Aleksei Melnikov, too far from them to hear the conversation. After the meeting I still
wasn’t explained the necessity of my presence. Later Melnikov gave me and Cisse a ride back to
my hotel, and Cisse to his. The next day I had left Moscow.
Untill Jan-Feb of 2014 Shobukhova’s matter was not touched. January and February of 2014 the
Rus. Federation consistently contacts Shobukhova and pressure her to sign the paper accepting a
suspension. She refuses and asks for all the payments back, but only 300,000 EUR is returned. By
email they sent the confirmation about the transfer with the entire emails chain - Jean Pierre
Bonnot - V.Balakhnichev – Aleksey Malnikov – to Liliya Shobukhova. The original I will send you in
a separate email.

He also confirmed that following our conversation in Copenhagen the athlete had received a
transfer of €300,000 from an unspecified Russian bank account (we don’t know any details about
the holder of the account, can’t say it was Russian, It was made to Russia) in Singapore (yes, the
transfer was made from Singapore to Russian bank account of Shobukhova’s husband).

27 April, 2014 New York

Andrey Baranov

