
Dear Mr McKinlay, 

Shareholders in Celtic PLC – SFA compliance with CFCB Rules and Regulations 

We refer to previous correspondence regarding the above wherein we brought certain matters 
to your attention regarding the compliance or otherwise with the Club Financial Control Body 
(CFCB) Regulations in so far as they relate to the licensing procedures followed by the SFA/
CFCB during season 2011/2012. A copy of our initial letter of 23rd July 2015 is enclosed for ease 
of reference. 

When responding to our initial letter you advised that you would not deal with our enquiry as 
we had not identified the individual shareholders for whom we act, and you further indicated 
that any reply or comment on the matters raised would be made through your member club, 
namely Celtic FC, and that you would respond to the Company Secretary of Celtic PLC. 

We have now been instructed to confirm that we have specific authority to write to you on 
behalf of, the shareholders named in the schedule enclosed with this letter. 

The list is not exhaustive and, as indicated earlier, we have been asked to act on behalf of a 
number of shareholders as a group. This group comprises of, but is not limited to, those clients 
who are named in the schedule. 

The board of Celtic PLC have furnished our clients with a copy of your letter of 14th March, 
addressed to the Company Secretary of Celtic PLC. The letter is clearly written several months 
after our initial correspondence and does not provide any explanation in relation to the 
substantive enquiries that were raised by our clients and ourselves some considerable time ago. 

The letter of 14th March does not confirm that any of the matters that were raised and referred 
to you as compliance officer have been examined by the Scottish Football Association in their 
capacity as the Licensor in terms of the CFCB regulations other than in relation to the initial 
grant of the licence, nor that the SFA have seen fit to refer our enquiry to the CFCB for them to 
determine whether or not there has been a breach of their rules. 

Your letter merely states that our letter has been referred to legal advisers who have reiterated 
that the initial grant of the licence was legitimate and that the information provided by our 
clients does not change the validity of that decision, nor that the information provided with the 
initial licensing submission was misleading in any way. 

Andrew McKinlay Esq 
Director of Football Governance and Regulation 
Scottish Football Association 
6th Floor 
Hampden Park 
Glasgow  G42 9AY 20th April 2016

By post
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The information contained in our initial letter was not referred to you for the purposes of 
reviewing the initial grant of the UEFA Licence, which our clients have always believed to be 
valid. Accordingly, your letter of 14th March appears to miss the point and fails to address the 
issues which were raised and which concern the licensing process and activity post 31st March 
and a potential breach of the CFCB regulations in relation to compliance with regulation 66 and 
other provisions. 

Regulation 55(e) of the CFCB makes it quite plain that the SFA must inform CFCB of any 
information submitted by a member club during the licensing process which represents a 
significant change to the information provided to the SFA as Licensor in relation to the original 
grant of the licence. 

Further, the same regulation places an obligation on the SFA to inform CFCB of any event or 
information which represents, or could represent, a significant change to the information 
provided in relation to the licence application or previous stages of the licensing process no 
matter how the information came into the hands of the SFA and irrespective of who or what 
body provided the information concerned. 

It is also clear that the terms of regulation 55(e) place a duty on the SFA to examine, check and 
compare any such information or documentation subsequently received against the information 
provided, and submissions made, by a club in relation to its initial licence application. 

The CFCB regulations make no mention of any necessity of dealing only with member clubs, or 
through member clubs. 

In this instance, we believe that our clients have brought to your attention, as the properly 
appointed UEFA Licensing body, and as the National Association for Football in Scotland which is 
bound by the terms of regulation 55(e), information and material which is significant and 
relevant to the CFCB licensing processes and procedures which were submitted, examined, 
considered, corresponded upon, relied upon and acted upon during season 2011/2012. 

The material itself relates to the activities of persons who you, as a national football association, 
have deemed to be not fit and proper to run a football club in terms of their activities and your 
own rules and regulations, or persons who worked for such a person. Further the material 
provided specifically relates to the position surrounding unpaid and overdue social taxes which 
are now the subject of criminal proceedings and which had a significant and material bearing on 
all and any CFCB licensing submissions and activities during season 2011/2012. 

Your correspondence to date, addressed to ourselves or Celtic PLC, fails to make any 
substantive comment or to respond to any of the detailed enquiries made regarding the 
information provided and, most notably, fails to confirm whether or not the material, and the 
enquiries raised as a consequence, have been passed on to the CFCB in terms of regulation 
55(e) for them to conduct an investigation in terms of their rules. 

Accordingly, in these circumstances, unless we receive your written confirmation that our initial 
letter, together with the material attached and provided, have been passed to the CFCB in 
compliance with the SFA’s duties as imposed by regulation 55(e) of the CFCB Regulations within 
7 days of the date of this letter, we are instructed to approach the CFCB directly with our clients’ 
concerns. 

We look forward to hearing from you. 

Without Prejudice 
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Yours sincerely. 

!  

Partner 

Enc. 

1. Letter dated 23rd July 2015 
2. Schedule of shareholders 

cc Michael Nicholson, Company Secretary, Celtic PLC, Celtic Park, Kerrydale Street, Glasgow  
G40 3RE 


